

An Ear to the Ground 


The Latest News , Events , and Speculation 
in the Macintosh Community 


SUPERMAC 

SuperMac Technology is now ship¬ 
ping a new grayscale display system that 
offers a flicker-free high-contrast moni¬ 
tor. The system, which includes Super¬ 
Mac Spectrum/8 Series II display card 
and a new 19-inch display, is available 
for a limited time introductory offer. 
Regularly priced at $2,998, the system is 
available for $2,399 through Feb. 28. 

Contact: SuperMac Technology, 485 
Potrero Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086; 408/ 
773- 4470. 

TRUE COLOR ON MAC II 

A 16-inch computer monitor that 
brings photographic-quality resolutions to 
text-intensive page proofing, desktop 
publishing, CAD/CAM, three-dimen¬ 
sional modeling, presentation graphics, 
and workstation applications is now 
available from Nanao USA Corp. 

The FlexScan Model 9070U super- 
high-resolution, multiscanning, for Apple 
Macintosh II users, supports a 24-bit 
“true color” graphics display standard, 
which offers users a palette of 16.7 mil¬ 
lion colors and resolutions as high as 
1,024 x 768. Frequently-used controls — 
brightness, contrast, horizontal position 
and size, vertical position and size, and 
signal input — are positioned at the front 
bezel for easy access. Also at the front 
bezel is a text mode switch, allowing us¬ 
ers to select white, color, or amber dis¬ 
plays. A tilt-and-swivel base is standard. 



The FlexScan 
Model 9070U retails 
for $1,779, which in¬ 
cludes a 1-year warranty 
covering parts and labor. 

Contact: Nanao USA Corp., 23510 
Telo Ave., Suite #5, Torrance, CA 
90505; 213/530-1679. 

APPLE COMPUTER FORUM FOR 
EDUCATORS 

Superintendents, leaders of schools 
of education and heads of state depart¬ 
ments of education from 11 Northwestern 
states will convene in Denver at the 
Westin Hotel, Tabor Center, Feb. 4-6 to 
explore what role technology will play in 
shaping educational change, 

“The Vision: Preparing Children for 
Their Future — Not Our Past,” a presen¬ 
tation by Dr. David Thornburg, a highly 
regarded specialist in whole- mind educa¬ 
tion, creativity, peak performance and 
self-esteem, kicks off the two-day “Busi¬ 
ness of Education” conference, sponsored 
by Apple Computer Inc. 

The forum will feature special pres¬ 
entations, expert participation, and 
workgroup sessions. Participants will 
share with each other actual solutions de¬ 
vised at the conference for local imple¬ 
mentation. To conclude presentations, 
educators will hear the unique perspec¬ 
tive of six young students from Colorado 
Springs District No. 11 on their “Vision 
of the Future of Education.” 
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“We are entering a new era in educa¬ 
tion in this country and, undoubtedly, 
technology is going to play a strong 
role,” said Godfrey R. Sullivan, vice 
president and general manager of Apple’s 
Northwest Operations. 

“We’ve gone beyond the original 
emphasis of computer literacy in educa¬ 
tion. Apple is sponsoring this forum be¬ 
cause we see a growing need for business 
and education to work together to meet 
the challenges we face in education. 

“We are at the stage where it will 
take a strong partnership with education 
in order to solve the increasingly com¬ 
plex issues faced by today’s schools and 
to meet the challenges of creating a com¬ 
petitive workforce for a more complex 
global economy.” 

Panels and workgroup discussions 
will be based on five major topic areas: 
Innovative Models of Assessment; Staff 
Development: Technology, Training and 
Support; Personal Productivity and Deci¬ 
sion-Making Tools; Legislative and Pol¬ 
icy Issues; Diversity and Demographics: 
Mandates for Change. 

Educators will also be able to pre¬ 
view innovative programs for elementary 
and secondary schools that were created 
by educators in Apple’s Northwest Op¬ 
erations. The works of 26 educators in 
the Northwest recently were selected out 
of 500 entries in a competition sponsored 
by Apple to recognize and reward educa¬ 
tors for creation of Macintosh-based edu¬ 
cation of software programs. 

Contact: Apple Computer, Inc., 
20525 Mariani Ave., Cupertino, CA 
95016; 408/996-1010. 

ONLINE SERVICE OFFERS 
ACCESS TO CREDIT 
INFORMATION 

We all know that some of the na¬ 
tion’s largest computers are used for 
tracking credit histories of companies and 
individuals. Other mainframes store your 
driving record, physical description, 
change of address and other personal in¬ 
formation. Now anyone who has a legiti¬ 
mate business need for this kind of infor¬ 
mation can access all these major data¬ 
bases from a modem-equipped personal 
computer, by dialing a single phone num¬ 
ber. 


If you are hiring new people, extend¬ 
ing credit, or trying to collect old ac¬ 
counts, you probably will have a need for 
this kind of information.!Solutions! Pub¬ 
lishing Company, in Cincinnati, OH, of¬ 
fers a low-cost online system that, by di¬ 
aling one modem number, links you with 
the nation’s largest credit agencies 
(TRW, Trans-Union, CBI-Equifax, Evic- 
talert, Chilton and Computer Sources 
Corp.), and the Department of Motor Ve¬ 
hicles in every state except Massachu¬ 
setts. 

With the new service, you can use a 
single toll-free “800” number to connect 
to all of these databases, so you don’t 
even have to pay for the call. According 
to ’.Solutions!, the network can help you 
access credit information about more than 
9 million businesses and just about any¬ 
body in the United States who has a so¬ 
cial security number or driver’s license. 

In addition, the network also offers a 
nationwide telephone “Kris/Cros Plus” 
service, which has over 92 million 
names, addresses and telephone numbers 
all over the country. Put in a name and 
address — and get the telephone number 
(or the other way around) and nine neigh¬ 
bors, if you want! There is also a Na¬ 
tional Change of Address database of for¬ 
warding addresses of persons who have 
moved and left a change of address rec¬ 
ord with the United States Postal Service. 
The network can trace someone by just 
their Social Security Number. It returns 
all of the names associated with the num¬ 
ber, the current and previous addresses 
and much more. 

The “Professional Credit Checker & 
Nationwide SS#-Locate” accesses infor¬ 
mation through the National Credit Infor¬ 
mation Network, a division of the 
W.D.I.A. Corporation. Business owners 
can sign up by filling out a 9-page appli¬ 
cation. The spokesperson at! Solutions! 
says applications are screened prior to 
granting new users access to the system, 
including an on-site inspection. The 
company wants to be certain that you are 
actually in a business that needs access to 
credit information. They claim that this 
screening process prevents “nosy neigh¬ 
bors” from accessing personal informa¬ 
tion. As part of the screening process, 






















February 1990 THUNDER Enlightening 


Page 3 


the network uses the application to do 
their own credit checking. In some cases, 
they require new customers to make a 
deposit before granting them user privi¬ 
leges. 

Would-be subscribers are permitted 
to test the system. Contact!Solutions! 
Publishing at 800/255-6643 to get a mo¬ 
dem number to dial and a demonstration 
password. You will see sample reports 
that look and feel like the real thing, giv¬ 
ing you a clear idea of the system’s capa¬ 
bilities. !Solutions! charges a one-time 
screening fee of $595. Thereafter, you 
are required to spend a minimum of $10 
per month, which is credited to the re¬ 
ports you pull. Since a search may cost 
more than $10, even casual users will 
have no trouble meeting this monthly 
minimum. While the range for consumer 
credit reports, drivers license reports, etc. 
is between $3.80 to $16.95, most of the 
reports fall somewhere in between. For^ 
commercial business credit reports, it 
costs $5 to find out if a commercial credit 
report exists and from $29 to $39 for the 
actual report 

US SPRINT TESTING 

VOICE RECOGNITION 

US Sprint is in the final stages of 
testing a new feature-rich voice-activated 
travel card that it claims will dramatically 
change the dynamics of long-distance 
communications. The new service, which 
has been performing well since testing 
began in December of 1988, will be of¬ 
fered to some US Sprint customers in the 
second quarter of this year. 

“We are taking our customers into 
another dimension of telecommunications 
— the power of the spoken word,” said 
Ron LeMay, president of US Sprint. 

To use the voice-activated system, a 
customer will register his or her unique 
voice pattern and password with US 
Sprint. The voice password enables cus¬ 
tomers to recognized when they are using 
the service and prevents unauthorized use 
of the card. The new services will en¬ 
hance ease-of-use, security and efficiency 
for customers. Eventually it will be 
nearly a “hands-free” total voice environ¬ 
ment — the only number that will have to 
be dialed is the “800” number to get into 
the US Sprint voice-activated network. 


One feature of the new service will be 
spoken speed-dial — a pre-registered 
“voice phone book” in which customers 
can list frequently-called numbers. 

“US Sprint customers will access the 
network, say the name of the person or 
place they wish to call, and their calls 
will be dialed automatically,” said Larry 
Lake, senior vice president of product 
management. 

“The caller simply says, for example, 
‘Call Home.’ The system recognizes the 
telephone number associated with that 
spoken command and dials the call.” 

“We have made tens of thousands of 
voice recognition calls testing this prod¬ 
uct. It will be available to US Sprint cus¬ 
tomers this summer,” said Lake. 

Another initial feature will be mes¬ 
sage call delivery. If a caller receives a 
busy signal or no answer, he can leave up 
to a 2-minute message that will be deliv¬ 
ered automatically. Message delivery 
starts at the time selected by the caller 
and attempts to deliver the message will 
be made every 15 minutes for 3 hours. 
When the message is delivered, a reply 
message of up to 2 minutes can be deliv¬ 
ered back to the caller. “This feature will 
be very valuable to business travelers,” 
Lake said. 

For more information, contact: US 
Sprint, 816/276-6241. 

GENIE: ALAN BECHTOLD OPENS 
MUSIC ROUNDTABLE 

Alan Bechtold, editor and publisher 
of the bi-weekly Online Digital Music 
Review, has opened a new service on 
GEnie called the Music RoundTable, 
which features the latest information on 
the music industry related subjects. 

Bechtold, editor of Info-Mat Maga¬ 
zine, is a former professional rock musi¬ 
cian who has been a professional writer/ 
entertainment critic for 20 years. He says 
the Music RT will cover news of the mu¬ 
sic industry today, the latest in audio 
components and related technical areas, 
concert information indexed by state and 
musical group, fan club information, re¬ 
views and current music videos. It has 
dedicated areas for rock, jazz, blues, 
country & western, soul/R&B, rap, gos¬ 
pel/inspirational, classical, oldies/nostal¬ 
gia and folk. 


CANADIANS GET LOOK AT 
INTERACTIVE TV TEST 

Viewers of a Canadian hockey game 
recently got to try out a new interactive 
television technology, flicking to any of 
four different views of the action with 
remote control units. Backers say a simi¬ 
lar U.S. test will come within a few 
months during another sports event on a 
major TV network. G. Pierre Goad of 
The Wall Street Journal reports a firm 
called Videotron of Canada broadcast the 
Montreal Canadians-Quebec Nordiques 
game “interactively” as part of the launch 
of its Videoway cable system. He said 
viewers could choose a long shot, either 
of two close-ups of the play or a five-sec¬ 
ond delay replay and alternate the differ¬ 
ent views at will. 

Not only that — next month the 
cable service looks to start an interactive 
newscast Says Goad, “After 8 minutes 
of top stories. Videoway subscribers can 
select one of four in-depth news seg¬ 
ments, for example, sports news.” The 
Journal says the hardware involved “is a 
sleek, black terminal about the size of a 
small videocassette recorder.” Goad 
adds, “The terminal serves as a cable 
channel converter and a pay-television 
decoder. It can store information and al¬ 
lows two-way communication between a 
subscriber and the cable operator.” The 
system also can deliver “videotex serv¬ 
ices,” including stock market quotes and 
home banking services. (Ed. Note The 
big fight of the nineties will not be be¬ 
tween IBM and Apple if they stay asleep. 
It will be a race between Cable, Tele¬ 
phone, and Computers to come up with 
the first all incusive Communicator/Con- 
troler for home use. ISDN is in France 
now and Northern Telecom has a new 
chip that puts a Mac Ilci in a handset 
phone. Just add keyboard and HDTV.) 

BUSINESSLAND, IBM CANADA 

ACQUIRE GE COMPUTER 

Businessland Canada Ltd. and IBM 
Canada Ltd. have formed a joint venture 
company to acquire GE Computer Serv¬ 
ices Canada (GECS), a division of Gen¬ 
eral Electric Canada Inc. Businessland 
Canada will be the majority owner of this 
new business with IBM Canada holding a 
minority equity position. 
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The acquisition gives Businessland 
national service coverage in Canada, al¬ 
lowing the reseller to sign customer serv¬ 
ice contracts in the U.S. and Canada that 
will be honored throughout North Amer¬ 
ica. It also expands the geographical 
coverage of Businessland Canada Ltd. by 
adding sales offices in Vancouver, Cal¬ 
gary and Montreal. These new offices are 
already authorized to sell products from 
Wyse Technology, and applications have 
been submitted for authorization to sell 
other manufacturers’ products from these 
locations. 

GECS is a leading Canadian com¬ 
pany that has been providing sales, leas¬ 
ing and service to the computer 
marketplace for over 15 years. In recent 
years, GECS has been an Industry Re¬ 
marketer of IBM personal computers and 
PS/2s as well as Wyse terminals and 
workstations. The new company, with 
headquarters in Mississauga, a suburb of 
Toronto, Ontario, has acquired GECS in 
its entirety and renamed it PC Service- 
Partners Inc. It will begin operations Feb. 
26 and will continue to operate the PC 
service portion of the company. GECS 
hardware marketing will be integrated 
into Businessland Canada Ltd., and the 
hardware leasing division will become 
part of IBM Canada Leasing. The pur¬ 
chase is subject to fulfillment of the clos¬ 
ing conditions contained in the purchase 
agreements. 

General Electric Canada Inc., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the General 
Electric Co., operates 13 businesses in 
Canada providing products and services 
to customers in Canada, the United States 
and other countries around the world. 

IBM Canada Ltd. is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the IBM World Trade Corp. 
The company’s operations are primarily 
in the field of information-handling prod¬ 
ucts, equipment and services. IBM Can¬ 
ada employs 13,000 people and has of¬ 
fices across the country. 

INNOVATIVE DESK ACCESSORY 
FOR WRITING QUICK MEMOS 

Further entrenching itself in the 
Macintosh marketplace. Power Up Soft¬ 
ware is shipping Letter Writer Plus, a 
versatile desk accessory that boosts pro¬ 
ductivity by simplifying the task of basic 


written business communications — 
while working within any Macintosh 
software application. Letter Writer Plus, 
previously named ExpressWrite, was ac¬ 
quired by Power Up Software Corp. from 
Exodus Software of Cincinnati. The 
product has been enhanced by adding 
features to incorporate graphics in the 
header and links to Address Book Plus. 

From composing memos and letters 
to printing on letterhead and envelopes. 
Letter Writer Plus gives Macintosh users 
quality results by providing full support 
for multiple fonts and styles, stationery 
templates, pasted-in graphics, mail merge 
and customized envelope or letter print¬ 
ing. Letter Writer Plus allows users to 
dress up their documents by placing 
graphics or text headers at the top of the 
first page. Any type of graphics that can 
be placed on the Clipboard can be used. 
Graphics from other programs are first 
placed on the Clipboard, then placed into 
the header portion of the document. A 
dialogue box includes a preview of the 
header showing its size and location on 
the page. Users can change the header’s 
position by dragging its image in the pre¬ 
view dialogue. Graphics can also be 
scaled by typing a new scale factor in the 
dialogue box. 

When used in conjunction with 
Power Up’s Address Book Plus, Mac 
software for managing names, address 
and phone numbers. Letter Writer Plus 
delivers a convenient system for quickly 
writing and sending memos and letters. 
By opening an Address Book Plus file, 
users can quickly locate a name and ad¬ 
dress and paste it directly into a Letter 
Writer Plus document, or they can do a 
merge with the Address Book Plus list. 
Users who do not have Address Book 
Plus can create a merge table by import¬ 
ing up to 250 entries. Once imported, en¬ 
tries can then be edited. 

Letter Writer Plus incorporates sev¬ 
eral other key features including fast and 
easy access to all commonly used com¬ 
mands; storing frequently-used letter and 
memo formats as Stationery Files; print¬ 
ing envelopes in three popular, prefor¬ 
matted sizes, or custom formats, and 50 
professionally written sample letters from 
LetterWorks. Available now, Letter 
Writer Plus carries a retail price of 


$89.95, and can be purchased through re¬ 
tailers nationwide, or directly from Power 
Up Software Corp. 

A free upgrade will be sent to all 
ExpressWrite registered users. Express 
Write owners who do not receive the up¬ 
grade can send their registration card or 
the cover of the manual to Power Up 
Software Corp., Attention: Letter Writer 
Plus Upgrade. Letter Writer Plus requires 
a Macintosh Plus and above and System 
6.0 or higher. It supports Apple’s 
ImageWriter and LaserWriter printers. 

Contact: Power Up Software Corp., 
2929 Campus Drive, San Mateo, CA 
94403- 7660; 415/345-5900. 

IMPROVED ADOBE 
TYPE MANAGER 

The newly upgraded Adobe Type 
Manager (ATM), Version 1.2, provides 
improved character spacing, bolding and 
performance, support for Bitstream fonts 
and a new application for printing ban¬ 
ners. Prior to Version 1.2, customers us¬ 
ing applications that do not support frac¬ 
tional widths (such as Microsoft Word 
4.0) may have encountered spacing inac¬ 
curacies both on screen and on their 
ImageWriter documents. Now, when 
printing documents, the upgrade provides 
clear, properly spaced printouts. It also 
allows users to more easily distinguish 
bold characters on screen at small point 
sizes. 

Another significant benefit of the 
new version is support for Bitstream 
Type 1 PostScript fonts. With the up¬ 
grade, most non-Adobe Type 1 font cus¬ 
tomers can now use ATM transparently 
with any font they choose. With Version 
1.2, customers will also recognize im¬ 
proved performance when using large 
point sizes. In addition, Adobe has also 
included a program for printing banners 
on ImageWriter printers. Customers sim¬ 
ply select the banner program, type in the 
desired words for their banner and select 
print. 

The upgrade supports all of the most 
popular Macintosh software program and 
is transparent to users. The product re¬ 
quires a Macintosh with 1 megabyte of 
RAM and supports System 6.0.2 or later. 
In addition to any PostScript language 
printer from Adobe, the product also sup- 
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ports the ImageWriter family, Laser¬ 
Writer II SC, Hewlett-Packard 
DeskWriter or PaintJet, Kodak Diconix 
Ml50 Plus and most other QuickDraw 
devices. 

The upgrade is free to all registered 
Adobe Type Manager customers and be¬ 
gins shipping the first week of February. 
In addition, registered ATM customers 
can also receive any Adobe Type Library 
font for $39 (plus $7.50 shipping and 
handling). Registered ATM customers 
will automatically receive ordering infor¬ 
mation for the upgrade and special font 
offer. 

Contact: Adobe Systems Inc., P.O. 
Box 7900, Mountain View, CA 94039; 
415/961-4400. 

NEW ADOBE TYPE SET 
FONT FOR MAC 

Two new Adobe Type Set font soft¬ 
ware packages for Macintosh computers, 
Adobe Type Set 1 and Adobe Type Set 2, 
each contain seven display fonts specially 
chosen from the more than 600 typefaces 
available in the Adobe Type Library. 

Adobe Type Set 1 contains Bodohl 
Poster, Cottonwood, Freestyle Script, 
Hobo, Linotext, Trajan, and VAG 
Rounded Bold. Adobe Type Set 2 con¬ 
tains Cooper Black, Copperplate Gothic 
31AB, Franklin Gothic No. 2 Roman, Ju¬ 
niper, Lithos Bold, Peignot Demi and 
Present Script. 

Adobe Systems has also released the 
Adobe Plus Pack typeface software for 
the NeXT computer system. This is the 
first Adobe typeface software available 
for the NeXT platform. The Adobe Plus 
Pack for the NeXT computer system is an 
optical disk containing Palatino, ITC 
Bookman, ITC Zapf Chancery, ITC Zapf 
Dingbats, ITC Avant Garde Gothic, New 
Century Schoolbook, Helvetica Con¬ 
densed and Helvetic Narrow. 

BORLAND SHIPS ACADEMIC 
EDITION OF PARADOX 

Borland International Inc. is shipping 
a new Academic Edition of Paradox, its 
relational database software program. 
Doug Antone, vice president of sales at 
Borland, said, “With the Academic ver¬ 
sion, students can put the power of Para¬ 
dox to use during their educational 


endeavors and continue using it when 
they enter the professional work force.” 

Academic and Student Editions of¬ 
fered by other publishers provide an op¬ 
portunity to experience a particular data¬ 
base management system interface, but 
these versions are often intentionally lim¬ 
ited so they can no longer function as a 
full relational database product for any 
practical task. The Paradox Academic 
Edition is a fully functional product. 

Borland has also developed three 
levels of Paradox training materials: Be¬ 
ginning Paradox, Using Paradox, and 
Applying Paradox. The training materials 
include student workbooks and instruc¬ 
tor’s manuals, both available at special 
educational prices. The Academic Edi¬ 
tion, which provides the full power of 
Paradox 3.0, is offered directly to the 
educational community at the substan¬ 
tially reduced price of $69.95. 

Contact: Borland International, 4585 
Scotts Valley Dr. Scotts Valley, CA 
95066; 408/438-8400. 

ACTION 1-ORIENTED 
PROGRAMMING 
FOR MACINTOSH II 

ExperTelligence Inc. unveiled what 
it says is the first integrated symbolic 
software application development system 
available for the Macintosh II series. The 
Action! Developer System for the Macin¬ 
tosh II series is the first CASE tool avail¬ 
able for the Mac that integrates the Ac¬ 
tion! technology originally developed by 
ExperTelligence on the microExplorer. 
The development system includes the Ac¬ 
tion! interactive application development 
tool developed by ExperTelligence, the 
Macintosh Tool Box Interface (TBI), de¬ 
veloped by ExperTelligence and adapted 
by Procyon Ltd., and the Procyon Devel¬ 
oper system, developed by Procyon Ltd. 
and distributed by ExperTelligence. 

With this system, a developer can 
develop on a native Macintosh, compile 
it, and deliver it standalone in record time 
and unprecedented quality. Applications 
that could have taken from three to 5 
man-years can be developed in less than 
6 man-months, are much easier to use, 
more attractive, and also bug-free. The 
development system can work on any 
Macintosh II system with 8 megabytes 


(recommended). Applications generated 
by the system can run on a 5 megabyte 
configuration. The full development sys¬ 
tem is available now from ExperTelli¬ 
gence at the introductory price of $3,000. 
For this price the customer receives six 
binders of high-quality documentation, 

25 diskettes containing the various pro¬ 
grams, 100 examples and the famous Ex¬ 
perTelligence support 

Contact: Expertelligence, Inc., 5638 
Hollister Ave., Goleta, CA 93117; 800/ 
828-0113. 

FAXPRESS NOW SUPPORTS 
POSTSCRIPT 

Castelle, manufacturer of network 
server solutions, is adding PostScript sup¬ 
port to FaxPress, the company’s Novell 
network fax and print server. It is now the 
only network fax supplier to offer, in one 
product, both PostScript and PCL page 
description language support 

FaxPress is a standalone server, de¬ 
signed specifically for Novell networks. 
The product allows network users to send 
and receive faxes from any network PC 
and also operates as a print server (seen 
as a server in Novell’s SLIST) providing 
network printing as well as plain-paper 
fax output to attached printers. The prod¬ 
uct provides two ways of sending faxes, 
either directly from within any applica¬ 
tion or as an MHS E-Mail attachment 
FaxPress comes in Ethernet, Token Ring 
and ARCnet configurations. 

FaxPress comes complete with a 
built-in fax modem, network connection, 
parallel and serial ports, two Motorola 
68000 processors, software and either 2.5 
Mb or 4.5 Mb of RAM. It is available 
from selected Castelle resellers now with 
a list price of $3,995 for the 2.5 Mb ver¬ 
sion and $4,395 for 4.5 Mb. PostScript 
capability will be available in July. Fax- 
Press comes with a full 1-year hardware 
and software warranty. 

Contact: Castelle, Santa Clara, CA; 
408/496-0474.^ 
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From The MacDrawer 

News from Neighbouring MUGs 


by Don Henderson 

This is not going to be a complete 
outline of articles from other Clubs be¬ 
cause it has been a busy month, with 
courses from Winnipeg and Gall Bladder 
surgery on my MacWidow. Some things 
must be passed on to the membership 
though, with the high hopes that other 
members will take up the empty spaces. 

Two very important Conferences are 
being held this spring. Both are beyond 
our financial reach as a Club, but if any¬ 
one is going to be in the area at the 
proper time we should be able to pay reg¬ 
istration for one. Toronto is hosting 
CONNECTIONS 90 from March 23 till 
25. It is a conference that hopes to launch 
a Canadian National User Group. The 
other, NAUGC’90, the American Na¬ 
tional Conference, will be in Chicago 
from April 20 till 22. Both would be well 
worth attending. If you are interested in 
any more details call me. Both registra¬ 
tions are a bargain if completed before 
March 15. 

Toronto should be interesting be¬ 
cause we already have notice from Hal¬ 
ifax that, although they tried to be part of 
the organizing party at the beginning, 
something has caused them to remove 
their support for the present setup. I feel 
for them because the Group attempting to 
go national, and more power to them, has 
used MacNet for E-mail, which include 
Halifax, and us, only at great expense. 

We would be stuck without UseNet at the 
University. We simply do not have the 
money to be a regular customer on serv¬ 
ices with no local phone number. I will 
explain in greater detail at the next meet¬ 
ing. 


better ones by Phillip C. Russell in Ore¬ 
gon. In the Mac world, if Phillip C. says 
it is good, Mike deserves a real big Thun¬ 
der Clap on the back. I would sooner ar¬ 
gue with God than believe I was mislead 
by Mr. Russell. We are now sending 
newsletters to both clubs that have re¬ 
cently corresponded. 

Now a short list of adverts not found 
in the usual rags: 

We have promos from Management 
Graphics Inc. of Downsview, who seem 
to do it all. They Desktop Publish, make 
slides, create and sell Graphics Software, 
as well as supplies. They are only one of 
several who have been in contact. We get 
a lot of this material now so see if the 
club has any info first It could save you 
from a bad deal. 

Extra Bytes in Toronto has DY- 
NATEK Hard Drives, locally made, as 
well as Gemini accelerator cards in all 
sizes for most different Macs. 

Genesis Optical drives are to be 
found at MACsetera Technologies in Sas¬ 
katoon. SK and The Fax Line Manager 
can be purchased at Just Fax in Calgary 
AB. 

Something unique popped up when I 
was looking for old records that is still 
only six months out of date. The Univer¬ 
sity of Utah has a Clinical Biochemistry 
Synopsis, containing a book and Hyper¬ 
Card program, for medical students. It 
takes them through simulations and self 
diagnostic procedures. All at a reasonable 
price. 


Comment 

2 . 01 : 

Take Note 

by John O'Meara 

Comment (Deneba Software) is one of 
those programs which goes a long way 
towards helping you get organized and 
get your work done more quickly and 
efficiently. Comment is intended as an 
electronic equivalent of those little yel¬ 
low pieces of sticky paper which often 
festoon printed documents. 

Comment comes in two parts. The 
Comment DA is installed in the System 
File, or in a System extender such as 
Suitcase II, using the Font/DA Mover. 
The Autoloader INIT (Startup Document) 
is placed in the System Folder. Both pro¬ 
grams are required for Comment to work. 

Opening up the Comment DA adds a 
Comment menu, headed by an asterisk, to 
the Menu bar. Comment makes available 
several different types of Notes. Garden- 
variety (plain) Notes may be attached to 
selected text in a document, a cell in a 
spread sheet, or to a field in a database 
record. Scratch Notes are independent of 
any particular document. They are similar 
to QuickDex cards. 

Time Notes will pop up at a predeter¬ 
mined time, including when Comment is 
not open. Time Notes will beep at you, if 
you want them to. Some people seem to 
think that Time Notes are the most sig¬ 
nificant feature of Comment. However, I 
Find the thought of having my computer 
make beeping noises at me at predeter¬ 
mined times a little on the Big Brotherish 
side. 

Window Notes attach to particular 
windows. They could be useful for mak¬ 
ing general comments on a document, or 
for giving instructions to other readers. 

All Note windows may be resized. 

The margins and line spacing may be ad¬ 
justed. The font may be changed, but 
only one typeface in one size is allowed 
per note. Similarly, type styles may be 


We also received a request from 
Lindsay California to exchange newslet¬ 
ters. They were told we had one of the 


That is it for this time. Hope to have 
much more next months 
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X marks the spot where Notes are attached. 


specified (e.g. Underline, Bold, etc.), but 
only one style may be used in a Note. 

A key component of Comment is the 
Note Manager, which lists all Comment 
Notes which have been made. You can 
have a single Note Manager for all docu¬ 
ments to which notes are attached, or 
have separate Note Managers for particu¬ 
lar documents, projects, folders, and so 
on. 

The Note Manager acts as a control 
centre for notes, allowing users and read¬ 
ers an overview of all notes which have 
been posted. Notes may be edited, cop¬ 
ied, transferred, deleted, or printed from 
the Note Manager. Notes may be set to 
automatically open when the point they 
are attached to scrolls by. The location of 
notes may be marked in the document 


window. 

I found that the Autoloader INIT 
caused the INIT for the AutoMac III ma¬ 
cro maker to behave erratically. AutoMac 
III makes macros by calling up a dialogue 
box. With Autoloader installed, AutoMac 
III would randomly pop up at almost any 
time, regardless of whether the Comment 
DA was open or not. Renaming Au¬ 
toloader so that it loaded after AutoMac 
III did not help. Peaceful coexistence did 
not seem to be on the menu. The only so¬ 
lution was to remove either Autoloader or 
AutoMac from the System Folder. 

A call to Deneba revealed that they 
were not aware of any problem. They 
asked me to mail in my program disk, 
and in exchange they would send me a 
more recent release of Comment 2.01 (the 
version number is the same). Happily, 


this solved the prob¬ 
lem, and now both 
programs get along 
nicely without any 
difficulty. 

I found Com¬ 
ment reliable for the 
most part I use it 
extensively with 
Word 4.0 files, and 
FoxBase+/Mac da¬ 
tabase files. Com¬ 
ment has certain 
limitations with 
graphics. A Note 
can’t be attached to 
objects in a graphic. 

Users may prefer to use Window Notes 
when posting notes in paint and draw 
programs. 

As much as I like 
Comment , it seems a 
little flaky in certain 
programs. The ‘Mark 
Visible Notes’ com¬ 
mand is supposed to 
put an ‘X’ at the 
place where a Note is 
attached (see the 
screen shot of a 
FoxBase+/Mac 
document). How¬ 
ever, in Word 4.0 
and Mac Write II, the 
‘X’ usually, but not 
always appeared on 
the menu bar, which would be the appro¬ 
priate place for a Window Note to put an 
‘X’, but not a regular Note. I have no idea 
why this happens, and I didn’t investigate 
systematically. 

Similarly, in both 
Word and 
MacWrite II, the 
‘Show Visible 
Notes’ command 
would usually dis¬ 
play the Note im¬ 
mediately below the 
menu bar, rather 
than below the 
point of attachment, 
as it should. 

WordPerfect, on the 
other hand, had no 
problems with these 


commands. However, this is probably not 
a good reason to buy WordPerfect 

The keyboard equivalents for certain 
Comment commands give unexpected 
output, as the saying goes. The keyboard 
equivalent for creating a (plain) Note is 
Command-’ (single quotation mark). In 
MacWrite II, using it causes the text se¬ 
lected as the attachment point to be de¬ 
leted! In WordPerfect, it causes the Line 
Format submenu to appear on screen. 

Despite these quirks, I like Comment 
and use it a lot. I don’t think that Com¬ 
ment will cause the demise of conven¬ 
tional paper posted notes, largely because 
many people, myself included, still prefer 
to do most editing on paper copies of 
documents. However, I have found Com¬ 
ment to be invaluable in helping to reduce 
both paper and computer clutter, and to 
help me keep track of marginal material 
relevant to projects.^ 
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MAC EMULATOR 
A WIN FOR 
ATARIANS 

by JOE ALBERT 

A few years ago I realized that, as a 
graphic artist, I had to stay on top of the 
new technology if I intended to keep up 
with my professional rivals. For several 
weeks, I tried to get DOS systems to do 
something more useful than throw error 
messages and blank screens at me. And 
then I saw a demonstration of an Apple 
Macintosh. The Macintosh was amazing. 
The friendly interface was so simple that 
anybody could understand it—even a 
right-brain thinker like myself—and I de¬ 
cided it was just what I was looking for. 
Apple was just beginning its big push 
into the business market and was offering 
a test drive program for the Macintosh. I 
took a Mac home and played with it for 
three solid days, putting it through its 
paces. However, when I returned the unit 
to the store and got a bottom line price of 
almost $4,000,1 just didn’t feel I could 
justify the investment. As much as it 
broke my heart to turn it down, I had no 
satisfactory answer to the key question: 
what can this machine do for me as a 
graphic artist to pay its way? 

A year later, my wife came in with a 
bunch of boxes marked Atari ST. “What 
am I supposed to do with another game 
machine?” I thought. “I already have one 
in the basement that I never use.” Ever so 
patiently, my wife explained that the 
computer engineers she worked with sug¬ 
gested she pick up an ST if we wanted a 
powerful computer at very little cost. Af¬ 
ter a few hours of playing with the ST, I 
came to like it. Considering the price, I 
decided it would be a good place to start. 

I thought I might even work it into my 
business and get enough use out of it so I 
could then run out and buy a Mac. Al¬ 
most five years later, I still own my ST. 

In fact, I own several: one at home 
(which is for basic business and personal 
uses); one for my eldest daughter who is 
a journalism major; and two more in my 
office at work. The reasoning is simple. I 
never bought a Macintosh because a very 
special product came out for the ST 
which made the switch unnecessary. 


Spectre 128, from Gadgets by Small, 
is a Macintosh emulator which trans¬ 
forms an Atari ST into a working Mac 
Plus. How good is it? The current version 
of Spectre runs virtually all Mac software 
on an ST—and 20 per cent faster than it 
runs on an actual Mac Plus! As a bonus, 
you get to use the Atari monitor, which is 
30 per cent larger than the Mac’s. Spectre 
comes in a neat little plastic case which 
simply plugs into the cartridge port on the 
side of an ST. It can remain plugged in 
indefinitely, because it remains inactive 
until the Spectre software is run. When it 
runs, the first thing that comes up is a 
main menu which lets you set your con¬ 
figuration. The amount of memory 
Spectre will use may be defined, since 
the default is to the maximum amount of 
memory available. Another option con¬ 
trols disk cache, so that the most com¬ 
monly accessed portions of the disk are 
stored in memory, thus speeding up disk 
access. Printer routing allows connections 
either to the serial or the parallel port. 

And a hard disk menu allows the format¬ 
ting of any number of hard drive parti¬ 
tions as either HFS (Hierarchical Filing 
System) or MFS (Multi-Finder System) 
and designates one as the boot drive. It’s 
even possible to connect a standard 
Apple Mac hard drive to the ST through 
the SCSI port on an ST-compatible hard 
drive. 

A floppy disk menu controls the for¬ 
matting or duplication of disks in one of 
two formats: Spectre’s own format or 
Mac format. The latter works only with 
the newest GCR version of Spectre or 
with a separate piece of hardware called 
Translator One from Data Pacific. Once 


you complete this one-time easy set-up 
process, you just tap the return key and 
Spectre zips off to the cartridge port to 
access the two 128K ROMs located 
within. A message appears asking for a 
Spectre Startup disk containing the Mac 
System and Finder. And the rest is pure 
magic. 

The first time you see that familiar 
little “Welcome to Macintosh” screen, 
chills run up and down your spine. “How 
does it do that?” you ask, and then the 
Mac desktop appears, complete with 
drive icons, drop-down menu and trash 
can. You need software, of course. To 
begin with, most Spectre dealers (or Mac 
dealers) provide a disk or tw o of public 
domain programs and utilities to try out. 
My first real purchase of Mac software 
was Ready Set Go, a desktop-publishing 
package, and HyperCard. Later I used 
many other Macintosh software pack¬ 
ages, mostly at the high end of the mar¬ 
ket: Adobe Illustrator 88, Quark X-press, 
Pagemaker, and I found that Spectre 128 
is solid and reliable. The word emulator 
often implies a cheap product that gives 
less than the original but my experience 
has proven to me that Spectre 128 is su¬ 
perior in some ways to a real Mac. I have 
had a Mac Plus running right beside my 
Atari Mega and found that the Spectre 
128 ran most software faster, that soft¬ 
ware which tended to crash on the Mac 
was more stable with Spectre and that the 
disk access time was quicker. Shocking 
as this may sound, according to the Feb¬ 
ruary issue of the ST monthly, STart 
magazine, Apple itself uses Spectre 128 
to debug Mac software because of its 
unique program monitoring.^ 



2 Megabytes InstaffecC. . $280.00 

4 Megabytes InstalCed. . $530.00 btest (Prices 

TMUG Trices OnCu. S‘Year Warrant 


























